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yoMr nose into business." 

"I understand that, but there are certain circumstances that warrant my 
decision." I could play at this level of gamesmanship as well. 

"Look!" The niceness wore off very quickly. "That prick Glipsen 
tried to blackmail me and I played along. But right now, I don't think any of 
what you guys are doing is warranted. So, I'm not going to even try to pull 
your chestnuts out of the fire. I am going to sit back and watch those self- 
inflated brass hats tear you a new asshole and trip you up every way 
possible! Now what part of that don't you understand, Humphrey? I am 



very well aware that you had Jim Nakamura killed," there it was. "Now, I 
had to live with that, but don't think I don't know you guys think you can 
take over anytime you want! That is not goima happen!" 

"Are...You.. ..through?" I slammed the ball right back cross-ways over 
the net to see how he'd play his back-hand. 

"WHAT THE HELL DOES THAT MEAN?" He yelled in the phone. 

"I would highly suggest you pick a side here and hold to it. Waffle on 
this one and I can promise you your days of luxury and happiness are at an 
end_ sir." I read the file in front of me. 

"Humphrey...are you threatening me?" He was livid. 

"No, sir. I am telling you I expect you to calm those idiots who think 
they know something down. Do that and I am willing to help you with a 
little problem of your own," I waited, still holding my temper. 

"What problem?" He was angry, but curious now. 

"Angel Fire." I spoke very softly into the phone. 

"What do you know about that?" I heard the rage in his voice he was 
fighting mightily to contain. 

"That all of the files are located in one spot, so none of your people 
can see or get to them. Looks to me like you got a little problem that will 
blow up in your face and this Administration isn't going to survive it," f 
took one sheet of paper and placed it in the fax machine on the table behind 
my desk and hit the special number that placed it right on his desk. 

"Take a look. I'd shred it iff were you," f waited and could hear the 
fax working behind him. There was a two-minute pause in conversation. 

"Where did you get this?" The President exploded, "f could have 
you disappeared, do you know that?" 

"You really want to play this game? The 'who's got the most power' 
game? f wouldn't iff were you. You have no idea what f can do," f was very 
relaxed and, in fact, f was enjoying playing Harv's favorite pastime: pin, then 
twist, the tail on the President. Especially this Southern Fried jack-ass. 

"What does that mean?" He said with deadly calm. 

"What would happen if just twenty papers like that ended up, somehow, on 
the desk of the editor of the New York Times, ft would make Nixon look 
like a hero," f laughed outloud. 

"You wouldn't dare!" He hissed into the phone. 

"How far are you willing to go to prove that point, Mr. President? f am 
trying to help you. You want to start a war with me and my people? Over 
what? Especially since what f want is no skin off your ass, and is really just 
asking a few people to be reasonable." 

Silence on the end of the phone, f waited. 



"Alright! You have my attention. What do you want? If, this problem can 
just go away," he was now probing to see what he could get out of it. 
Good. We had gotten past the obligatory penis waving and shaight to "Let's 
Make A Deal." 

"A confidential Executive Order establishing a multi-task force of 
military under our direct conhol with full power to make or break anyone 
who doesn't toe the line. A joint space defense command that George 
Bellamy and I will head," I answered. 

"And this stuff?" I heard the shredder working in his office. 

"If all just disappears, like a bad dream," I figured I could drop a 
crew into the federal building in Oklahoma City, and pull all the files, 
using one of the small devices and they would be gone, out of sight, out of 
mind. 

"I'll comply, but only -after you've proven to me Angel Fire is 
permanently removed from view." Trying to bluff me with a ten, a three 
and seven in his hand? 

"Forget it," I laughed so he could hear. "Too bad for you. Sorry I 
wasted your time," I got ready to hang up. 

"Wait! Hold on just a minute! If I do this, I want oversight!" He tried 
after looking at his hole card. 

"Good luck," I paused. "I want the order with a non-expiration clause in 
it and no over-ride from any future President, so I don't have to go through 
this again," I waited, gloating over my brace of four shiny aces, king high. 
He folded. 

"Alright, alright! I'll have it drafted and sign it before the end of the 
week. You'll get a copy and so will the Joint Chiefs. But, God, they will 
just explode." This was good. 

"Smooth their feathers or fire them, I really don't care," I thought for a 
minute and then added. "By the end of April the problem will be handled." I 
hung up and sat back. If that man could get to me he'd surely have me killed 
like everyone else he had problems with. The press even coined the term 
"Arkansas Suicide" for all his associates that had woken up dead, after 
"killing themselves" with a baseball bat. 

I got back to work. Putting the file aside, I needed to get a team 
together and prepare them for the time jump and retrieval 




The firestorm in Washington was still raging. I got the retrieval team 
assembled and we were getting ready to make the jump that we put off till 
the end of April because of some logistics we needed to iron out. That's 
when Bill Stewart, who'd been with me for a year, stepped into my office. 

Saying nothing, he opened up the TV cabinet. We watched a reporter 
standing in front of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma 
City. 

"What we know right now is that a lone bomber has destroyed the 
Murrah Building killing scores of people. A truck bomb exploded this 
morning and authorities are searching to locate the person or persons 
responsible for this cruel and hideous action." 

I turned it off and sat down at my desk. 

"I guess that kinda ends our little snatch and grab raiding party doesn't 
it?" 

"Looks like someone saved us the trouble. From that picture, he hit 
the spot we were planning to be in," I thought about the synchronicity of 
events on this timeline and wondered if someone else had decided to aid or 
help. It was too close for comfort for me. 

I already had the Executive Order in hand and the first meeting was 
planned for next month with the command staff from the military. So no 
one was going to try and back pedal, especial in light of the bomb blast that 
ripped a building apart. I think the man in that rented house in DC would 
be quaking in his boots right about now. Fle'd never believe we'd be this 
open and brazen to do the job. But if we did do this, he'd know I wouldn't 
hesitate to commit to the same kind of action if he didn't play ball with me in 
the future. I was convinced he wouldn't want another phone call like the last 
one. 

I set the working file on Angel Fire in the OUT box. I wouldn't be 
needing that one any more. 

Bellamy called in the late afternoon. "A little messy, don't you think?" Flis 
opening line. 

"It did the job for us, didn't it?" I gave up nothing. 



"Yeah, well, I've had one call after another from insiders wanting to 
make sure we know they are with us, totally, 100%," he actually laughed. 
"I've talked to six Senators, fifteen Congressmen and a half dozen heads of 
State. For some reason they all think one of us is crazy, so, of course, they 
called me." Bellamy was being his direct self as always. 

"You want me to tell you it wasn't me?" I asked feeling atmoyed and 
trying to get rid of a headache. 

"Hell no!" He paused. "I don't care if you did it or didn't do it. It got us 
some in roads right now to folks that don't want to be on our bad side, I will 
tell you that much." 

"Is there any chance of pulling Jack Thompson back in with us?" I'd 
been working through the joint operations list and needed someone I could 
trust to head it up. 

"Funny you should ask. I had a similar feeling. What do you think 
about giving him three stars and making it public?" Bellamy was right there. 
"The grand new Hemispheric Space Command, representing all branches 
of the services?" 

"Make it happen, George. He knows the game and won't get lost in all 
the bullshit. Hell, give him four stars if wants them. I need that entire group 
operational in less than a year." I hungup without another word. I wanted to 
head home and see Irina and Pasha. I felt very tired. 



When I pulled into the driveway, Pasha was riding her horse with 
Irina watching proudly. She ran over and wrapped herself around me. "I 
am so glad to see you!" She looked up and kissed me. 

As I stood there, realizing how much I loved her and our daughter, I 
pushed my world away and wanted to just get lost in her eyes. 

"I wanted to see you two in the light of day for a change. Crawling in 
bed at ten at night and leaving at five in the morning doesn't seem like a 
life to me right now." I waved at our daughter riding around the paddock. 

"She understands and so do I. But it is good to have you here. Oh! Let 
me show you the bunnies!" We strolled over to the new hutches and she 
pulled out one of the little rabbits and held it to her chest. I rabbed its fur 
and the little critter snapped at me. 

"He's a biter," she laughed. "That will make him a good breeder when he 
is older. The dominant male." 

We had a split level, modem ranch-type home, with all the luxuries 
Irina never expected to have in her lifetime. Ten fenced acres, a bam, two 
dogs and a couple of big, thick furry blue-eyed white Norwegian Forest cats, 
like Shalu, Bates' amazing cat at the Montauk lab. They were very aware this 
was their home and that I was simply their slave. 

Irina brought over a letter from the table and handed it to me as I fell 
into the large leather recliner in the living room. It was from Oxford University. 

"Our daughter graduates high school this year and we need to think 
about her future as well. She's been accepted into the arts program." Irina was 
beaming and I just felt old. I read the letter and saw she'd been given a 
complete scholarship for the five-year program. "They looked at her works 
and immediately granted entrance. Isn't that wonderful?" 

I didn't know what to say. It had just seemed like yesterday I started at 
use and now my own daughter was getting ready to go to college. I found 
myself feeling sorry for the years I missed out on her life. 

"Oxford is a long way. Don't you think we could find a school a littler 
closer?" It sounded so feeble and selfish I couldn't believe I was saying it, 

but Irina's eyes never missed a thing when she looked into me. 



"Let's see, Clark County Community College or Oxford University?" 
She acted like she was balancing something in her two hands. "Besides, 
when we visit her there, we can just head on to Russia and see my mother!" 

"Will they let you in?" I was puzzled, not realizing it was her twisted 
dark Russian humor. 

"Is not the getting in that's hard, " she laughed. She took the letter and 
headed off for the kitchen to do something. 

"Never is. Is it?" I said to myself "It's always the getting out that's the 
bitch," I leaned back and drifted into sleep before I knew it. 

I was home and felt safe around my family. 

I awoke about three in the morning. Irina had placed a light blanket over 
me and she was sleeping on the couch next to me. My pager was vibrating 
on my belt as I sat up. She stirred then went back to sleep as I padded 
softly across the living room in my stocking feet to my small home office. 

I called the "Panic" number at Jacobs and they patched me through to 
the monitoring station in the Caymans. Jamison answered the scrambler. 

"Boss, we got a situation." I heard his clipped, perfect words on the 
line, tinged with his Scottish brogue. 

"Go" 

"Bellamy is out for the count. The heads of each section have been 
notified. Sao Paolo has the baby. The senior members of The Group just 
got off the vid-con. You were the subject and no one wanted to call you 
until Boss One's last request was fulfilled," I could hear the pain in his voice. 
"Confirmed and approved as of this elate, 0931 Universal Time, Dr. 
Theodore Humphrey, Jr., you are now the head of The Group, and your 
new call sign is Boss One..." Jamison stopped talking, choked with emotion. 

"Jami, I am truly sorry," he'd been with Bellamy as long as I could 
remember, his absolute right hand. 

"It was quick. He knew something was wrong. He left detailed orders, 
which I was required to follow. There was no slight intended, sir." Still the 
ever dutiful soldier. 

"None taken. What arrangements?" I didn't want to go to another 
funeral, but I knew I had too. 

"Aheady clone. Cremated today. No services. His wishes. What are my 
orders. Boss One?" 

I was stunned. I'd expected to see this whole thing through with him 
to the bitter end. I'd never expected him to cash out his chips and leave 
me in this game all alone. I suddenly felt lost, but knew only too well I 
had to push that emotion way down deep inside of me. 



"Hold the fort. I'll be there as soon as I can. Did George talk to Jack?" 
"General Thompson is en route as we speak to assume temporary handling 
of the station until you designate a successor and approve the 
recommendations that..." he paused trying to make sure he said it 
correctly, "Dr. Bellamy left behind." 

"Thank you, Jami. I am en route. I want a full vid-con set up when I 
get there with The Group members," I waited for acknowledgment. 

"Sir." The phone went dead. I hung up and walked back into the living 
room. Irina was awake and a light turned on next to the couch illuminated 
her sleepy face. 

"Is everything alright, sweetheart?" She asked, knowing it wasn't. 

"No. George just died. I need to head to the Cayman's." I sat back down 
and pulled on my shoes. 

"Does that mean you are now the..." she worked through her words. 
"The head of the agency?" 

"That looks like the size of it. They met and confirmed it a couple of 
hours ago. New call sign Boss One." I grimaced. 

"What can I do to help?" She wrapped the blanket around her. 

"You may have to take over Jacobs. I know it's a lot to ask right now. I 
need someone I can tmst with my life," I reached over and held her hand 
and squeezed it. 

"If you need me, you know I am there. Does this affect the time 
table?" She started to think like a scientist again and not a rabbit farmer. 

"Not much, it just means I have to cover a couple of desks until I can 
find people I can tmst and work with while we finish up the project," I got 
up and looked for my keys. 

"Let me call security at the base. You can't be alone now." She 
walked into the kitchen and made a call. I heard a drawer open and close as 
well. She came back holding the two guns we had with us some many years 
ago on Mount Grace. She handed me one. My old tmsty Walther PPK. 

"It's still clean and works well. Put it on and don't take it off, for Pasha 
and my sake." I nodded agreement and pushed it in my belt. I hadn't worn 
one in a few years and felt somehow uncomfortable carrying one again. I 
didn't like the idea of using it, but at this point, I would be the one in the 
crosshairs of every one's scope. I waited for the security escort to arrive and 
then kissed her good-bye after looking in to see Pasha sleeping in her bed. 

I hoped she was going to like Art School in England and I was 
determined to make sure that school was there when she was ready to go 
to it. 




It took almost twenty hours to arrange for my departure from Jacobs 
and get The Big Bird to pick me up. I landed in the evening at the private 
strip on the Caymans with my three plane military escort that Jack arranged to 
fly chase and pace over me. As we rolled to a halt Jamison was standing 
next to the ramp beside an open Jeep dressed in his jumpsuit, with a 
sidearm at the ready. 

"Boss." He walked up and I greeted him. I held his hand for a little 
longer than normal and then threw an arm around him, patting him on the 
back. We got into the Jeep and started to slowly drive up to the mountain to 
the monitoring station. 

"How long were you with Bellamy?" I asked looking at all the new 
lights twinkling on the island in the distance. 

'Twenty-seven years, since I graduated from Sandhurst and finished SAS 
training." He moved through the gates and just nodded at the sentries, it didn't 
seem like anyone was willing to check my papers anymore. 

"Any family back home? Wife, lover, anything like that?" I knew I was 
prying, but I had my reasons. 

"Nah, me mum died a few years back and I got an older sister, but she 
and I never talk. She's only a half-sister by some bloke my mum had an 
affair with before she married me dad." He worked up toward the top of 
the island and the view, even at night, was spectacular. 

"Any plans? Retirement? You going to open that dirt bike shop in 
Dorset you always talked about?" I'd heard that story more than once. 

"A good plan, but I'd be dealing with civilians. Not my cup of tea really. 
Don't know right now. Kinda at loose ends, if you know what I mean." He 
pulled into the complex parking area. "I’ll get your bags." He jumped out 
and grabbed them. 

"Put those clown." He did and stood looking at me. "Could you serve 
me, the way you did George?" 

"Oh Boss, that is a tall order. Don't know if I'm the man you need. 

I'm an old clog that's gray around the muzzle, and not the soldier I once 



was." He was being modest to say the least. He didn't have a pound of fat 
and I wouldn't want to race him in a hundred yard dash, 

"I need someone I can trust without question standing behind me. If you 
want it the job is yours." I waited, letting him think about it. 

"You sure. Boss?" He looked really hard at me. 

"If you are half as loyal to me as you were to George Bellamy, I will be 
a happy man, knowing I got you and your boys at my back." 

"Boss I don't do nothing in half measures. If I work for you, you got 
me one hundred and ten percent. The boys as well. We all thought we'd be 
disbanded and end up as doormen for belching civilians at the Savoy," 
Jamison actually tried to smile. It didn't work on him. 

"New call sign. Black Guard One. Note it in the log and descend the 
numbers to cover the lads. You lads are now with me, full time. Anybody 
wants out, now is the time, otherwise this one is for the duration," I picked 
up my briefcase. "And get some shave tail kid to carry my bags. It's not 
fitting for a full bird colonel to be a bell hop for Christ sakes." 

"Sir!" He yelled at one the men next to the doorway that was on the 
run toward us. "Get the Boss's stuff into his room in the Station and post a 
guard by his room, 24/7! " The man was flying carrying my two bags. 

"With me. Colonel," I walked into the Station and started yet another 
page in my life. 


* 


* * * 


Jamison put on a headset and flipped a switch in Studio Control. 

"Gentlemen, Boss One is now on station." The men on the floor 
turned and looked at me. Before long, there was slow applause coming in 
over the speakers, which built into a standing ovation. I recognized a couple 
of them from being here before. I held up my hands and motioned for silence. I 
picked up my headset and sat down slowly in Bellamy's spot. Jamison stood 
behind me. 

"Thank you, gentlemen. Please! Note the duty log. There is a 
controller in the room." 

I was interrupted by a voice on the ICU. "Log noted. Boss One is 
online and functioning." 

"Sao Paolo here. Noted and welcome. Jo'Berg ditto. London Center 
confirms and logged. Madras logged and welcome." The speakers went silent. 
I took a deep breath. 

"I won't say anything about our loss. We all have feelings best kept to 
ourselves. Note for log," I paused and turned to Jamison, holding my hand 
over the mouthpiece on the head set. "What the hell is your first name?" 

He blushed and squirmed for a second or two. "Percy." 



"Your mum hate you or something?" He laughed. 

"It was her dad's name, sir," he was still blushing. 

"Colonel Percy Jamison is now assistant director of security and goes 
by the call sign Black Guard One. Note it and log it." I flipped the transmit 
switch. 

"Noted Boss One," the recorder called out. 

"Ops, tell me the present situation: near and deep space," I hit the button 
again and motioned for Jamison to take a seat next to me. He reluctantly 
complied working the screens that I was unfamiliar with. 

"Ops, Boss. Near space is zero, I repeat, zero unknown activity. Deep 
space monitors have one ripple. Something's out there. It's moving around the 
outside edge of a rip. Nothing coming through, only gravity waves showing 
at this time on satellite relays." 

"Control, read me the board," I called out. Control was the center 
position on the floor below me. The man in charge was Red Carlton. He'd 
been here for years and was the general unity player who could pick up any 
slack on the floor. 

"The board is green Boss. No actions." 

"Got it. Sao Paolo you still online and holding the baby?" I waited for 
the satellite relay to make connections. 

"We are here and holding. Boss Four here, Ted. It's Sanchez." 

"Good to hear your voice Don Padre. I need to confirm: are you ready?" 
I hit the switch and watched everyone on the floor hustling like they hadn't 
expected this activity in the first few minutes of my arrival. 

"Holding for confirms." 

"I need two confirms, one from Sao Paolo and One from anofher station 
in the link." 

"Jo'berg is online and awaiting confirm. Ted, this is Angus," the voice 
was heavy with an Afrikaner accent. 

"Is Devilles with you?" I hit the transmit button again. 

"Right here, Ted." 

"Make it three confirms, log." I switched to the internal communications 
in the facility for a minute. 

"Got it Boss One." The logger noted. 

"Carlton, Boss Two this station. Wilkinson, Boss Three this station," I 
flipped and sat back. 

Jamison whistled through his teeth. 

"Bad move, Jami?" I asked. 

"Not at all, but they may all die of heart attacks on the floor. None of 
them were prepared for this today," he covered his mouthpiece. 

"Sao Paolo confirms and consenfs." 

"Jo'berg confirms and consents, good choice Boss One." Angus added. 



"On the ICU internal. Boss Two and Boss Three get your replacement at 
your desk and get your butts up here, now!" I flipped it off, just as Jack 
walked into the room in full uniform. 

"Howdy, pard," I turned to look at him for a brief second. 

"That is what I call administration on the fly. Welcome aboard and all 
that kind of stuff, Ted." 

Jack was standing against the back wall when the other two men walked 
in and sat down at their respective positions. Jamison had moved back 
behind me, still on the auxiliary headset. 

"How does it feel to have all those pretty stars back on? And so many! 
Oooo!" I laughed at his new four star cluster on his shoulder. 

"Heavy. And from what I see here, maybe premature on my part to 
think that you had changed," he was watching the two men adjust their 
headsets. 

"Log, note it. It is now officially Old Home Week. Boss Two and 
Boss Three are on station.:' I turned to look at my aide now. "Jami make it 
clear to everyone these men are now mnning this show. Let the word out, 
and get it moved clown the line as fast as possible. I want bodies on them 
full time, bad ass gun fighters, is that clear?" 

"Got it Boss. The word will be out in a minute and I will have their 
assistants ready for them by the time they clear the building." Jamison was 
already on the phone telling someone to start the process. I hit the all 
station alert tone and then followed up. 

"All stations on the line, understand this as of right now: Our 'Ifiends' 
will believe that with Boss One, Bellamy, gone we will be in disarray and 
vulnerable. Nothing could be further from the tmth. I want Sao Paolo to 
hold the baby for another six, I repeat six, days. By then Two and Three 
should be up to speed. I want three drills a day, with all back up players on 
consoles, going through the motions and leads watching for screw-ups. 
What part of this is not understood?" I waited for answers; there were none. 

"Two, lock down the facilities for the next six days, everyone there, 
stays. If they are not in the hole, they don't get in. Confirm and log, on my 
orders," I clicked off. 

"You're expecting a hit?" Jack asked. 

"Wouldn't you?" I turned and pushed the reel alert red button behind 
me on the wall. 

"Thirty minutes we are going to phase one, if you need it get it and 
then be ready, because I'm sealing this place up in twenty nine and counting." 
I pulled my headset off and walked outside followed by Jack and Jamison. 

"What gives?" Jack asked me while pulling out a cigarette and lighting 
it. 



"I thought you gave those things up?" I looked questioningly at him. "I did 
until a week ago. When Bellamy hinted he wanted me back and then three 
days ago when I got the call to get a uniform out of moth balls and put 
these four stars on it." He walked toward the surface exit. 

"I need for you to head out to Groom Lake, collect everything you need 
there and see Riley, he has all the papers for you on the new Squadron. I got it 
based out of King's Peak. A good facility with underground bunkers for the 
birds, and the best pilots I could steal from the joint command structure. 
But get them up to speed. Settle in and I'll be there in about seven to eight 
days, if I don't have to go to DC. We got a hole in us right now and 
somebody has to sit at Harv's desk. The guy we have there right now is 
okay, but he doesn't get the big picture. So I may be delayed. I got Irina 
back in harness and she is finishing up at Jacobs and whipping Bangor into 
shape, or at least she will be in the next couple of weeks. I want a test run 
ready for your guys and the Bug Zapper in less than two months," I paused 
and took his cigarette and pulled a puff off it. "We need to make sure we 
don't have any loose lips that are telling our buddies out there we have our 
pants down and doing the paperwork right now. This alert will scare the 
hell out of those guys in DC and they'll want to run for cover for the moment. 
So let's use the time to our advantage. Questions?" 

"Can I use the Big Bird?" He smiled at me. 

"I won't be using it for the next six days. Have it back by ten and make 
sure your date is home by then and still a virgin," I slapped him on the 
back. "God it is good to have you back!" I let him out the side door off the 
hallway. 

"Jamison!" I yelled. He was on the run up the hall to be at my side. 
"We got a couple of beers in this joint, before I snap the lid?" 

"We will in about three minutes. Boss. Can I call my boys in and use the 
time for briefing fhem?" I turned and started to walk away. 

"Don't waste my time with questions like that Colonel, I got work to 
do." I turned and winked at him. He was out the door, yelling into his radio 
as he ran. 

The best way I know to get past a morbid state of bereavement is ■ 
getting people busy, but this was not an act of kindness on my part. 

There was a problem and I wanted to be on top of it. 




Twelve days had gone by and I'd spent hours on brutal training and 
scenarios in the monitoring station. Leads stood behind backups and walked 
them through every conceivable scenario. Their tails and mine were dragging 
in the dirt. But I couldn't let up. I spent off hours on the phone with Irina 
having her work on my secondary problem and she had it in good order by 
the time I needed it. 

All of this had started months before at Harv's funeral at Arlington, when 
Bellamy and I spent an enlightening hour with Dr. Rufus T. Henry. He'd 
provided us with timetables and possible future actions. Somewhere in the 
flow of time, he'd been able to list the actions of those who were unfriendly 
towards us, and gave me an extremely detailed list. It seemed like someone 
was directing the 'Visitors' actions from partial information and didn't have 
the same sources Rufus did. That much was crystal clear to me. 

Bellamy was the key. When he died the Visitors were going to try to re¬ 
establish their preeminence among Earthly leaders, believing we could not 
fill the vacuum left behind by one single man's death. It spoke to their 
soulless, non-creative view of collective mentality and the operation of the 
Hive. The few Nordic-types that mled the small Grays used them as pawns in 
their expansion based plans for our world. The Grays, in their opinion, were 
throwaway biologic computers that didn't function like other members of the 
space community. Worker bees, supporting a few drones and a queen in the 
Hive. It made perfect sense considering what I'd seen of them in action. 
They were totally mindless in their understanding of us as a race. Their view 
was simply A to B never asking why. 

Rogue elements within the space community were trying to use the 
Earth as a bargaining chip in their bid for power and they needed us to be 
subjugated to do that. In the forties and fifties they'd found we had no way to 
defend ourselves, but all of that had changed because of giants like George 
Bellamy and Harvey Glipsen. They had, with an unbelievable bravery and 
courage, set a course for returning our planet to our own 




control. We may bum it out or blow it up, but at least it would be by our own 
actions and not from some outside intruder. 

I had spent the first week reading all of Bellamy's private journals. I 
was aware of his meetings with an alien visitor named "Zinc-Bar" and what 
they'd discussed. ZB, as Bellamy referred to him, was a "Monitor", like 
Klaatu with Gort from The Day The Earth Stood Still, sort of a cosmic 
policeman, sent to this sector of the galaxy. His job was to make sure all 
the protocols were observed, that the playing field was kept even and that 
no one did anything to cause another space war out there somewhere. 

It was clear from Bellamy's comments he'd been only slightly helpful 
and did more listening than talking. It also appeared he was someone that 
needed to be watched very carefully if he decided to show up again, since, 
towards the end of his life, Bellamy admitted that everything ZB had told 
was not exactly accurate. It had been flavored to suit his personal needs for 
the information flow to continue on all of our projects. Bellamy had, 
unknowingly, been one of the leaks, or at least he was at the time I returned 
to The Group, and assumed leadership at the Jacobs Center. Then it dawned 
on Bellamy the was being used and he shut down the communications link 
totally. We all have faults, and Bellamy had his, but his heart was in the 
right place, just some of his judgments weren't. 

"Boss?" Jamison was slowly raising the light level in the room with 
the dimmer. I'd been sacked out in a chair with a blanket over me in my 
room, a Bellamy journal still on my lap. I looked at my watch and it was 
2:21 AM East Coast time. 

"What is it?" I rubbed the sleep out of my eyes. 

"Glimmer Man has shown himself!" Glimmer Man was the nickname 
the main floor techs had given the object flitting around one of the rips in 
the fabric of space/time. A perfect place to enter our dimension, and close 
enough to the outer orbit of Pluto to spit on. 

"Deep space probe Hc/tf/fe just picked up the signature of a type two 
craft, then it blinked offline," he said, handing me my black jump suit. 

"Hubble got it yet?" I asked crawling in and zipping it up. 

"They're re-tasking the number two scope right now and will have 
visual by the time we hit Studio Control," Jamison held the door for me as 
I moved very quickly out and up the stairs for Studio Control. 

I pulled on my headset and pointed to the chairs next to mine. 

"They're being pulled out of bed as we speak," Jamison was on his 
handheld speaking quietly. 

"Wilkinson is coming, but Carlson is in the infirmary under sedation 
for a migraine," Jamison said quietly behind me as I ran the board and 
checked everything. 



I turned and spoke to him. "Call Jacobs, get Irina on the line and keep 
her there." 

"Working it now, Boss," he was used the side phone. 

"On the board, Jami, next to me. I won't have time to turn," I was 
watching the numbers run down the screen, looking at the visual imaging 
coming up on the big screen on the floor. 

"Look alive people, this is not a drill, I repeat, the is no drill!" The 
movement was incredible below me. Folks were sitting at consoles and 
back-ups standing two deep. It looked like the whole staff had turned out. 

"Sao Paolo, are you online?" I called into the air around me. 

"Were here. Control, watching the screen." It was Sanchez. The old man 
never slept. 

"I want a confirmation from one other station, do we have a live one, 
inbound?" I hit the switch again. 

"Confirmed and registered Control. Type two signature, full bore. This 
is Jo'berg." 

I went to internal first as Wilkinson hit his seat and shook himself alive, 
still in his pajamas. 

"Boss Three is on line. People turn and note. Jamison is holding 
Boss Two's seat until further notice." 

"Logged and registered," the voice came back at me by the time I 
released the push to talk button. 

"Boss?" Jamison covered his mouthpiece and spoke to me, with disbelief 
in his voice. 

"Work the problems Colonel. We got a job to do here. You got 
Jacobs on line for me, yet?" I hit the corn-link to all the other stations. 

"Colonel Jamison is sitting in Boss Two's position until further notice. 
Confirm." 

"Sao Paolo, Jo'Berg, London Center, Madras." Everyone hit their confirm 
swifches and flooded the board with responses. My own hands were flying 
over the keyboard. 

"I need a probable point of contact or entry," I hit the keys on my 
computer that repeated the request in binary on the screens for everyone 
down the line to read. 

"Working,"! heard Ops call in and watched as three men huddled around 
a screen and one of them pulled out a handheld calculator. 

"Jo'berg here. I make it Paris or London," Ihit an automatic response 
key that flashed on his screen stating I had heard him and was acknowledging 
his transmission. 

"Same entry point. Madras to Control," I hit it again. 

"Madras to Control," I hadn't recognized his call the first time so he 
repeated it. 



"Madras, go," I listened in my earphone and hit the switch that put it on the 
overhead. Wilkinson almost went through the floor not expecting the sound 
level I had it set at. 

"This signature can't be true! If it is, he needs to slow down outside the 
LaGrange point of Jupiter and I don't see that happening. Madras clear." I 
punched the button and called to the floor. 

"Is he right? Is this guy a straight line shooter?" I called to no one in 
particular. I saw heads turn and look up at the booth. 

"Boss, Ops." I listened and looked at Jamison. He shook his head that 
we didn't have a confirm yet. 

"Go Ops." 

"Madras got it before us. Angle and trajectory is saying in two minutes if 
he doesn't put on some brakes. He's a suicide waiting to happen." 

"Registered. Sao Paolo: assessment?" I waited knowing Sanchez would 
be dead on, as he always had been in the past. 

"Sao Paolo Control, One Seven One." I listened and tried to remember 
the code. Jamison leaned over and spoke while holding his hand over the 
mouthpiece of the phone. 

"Private line, circuit three, the blue one." 

"Humphrey here" 

"Ted, it's Sanchez." 

"Don Padre, you wouldn't be calling if it wasn't a problem," my heart 
was dropping. 

"The President is in London at a conference. No one's supposed to 
know. It's about the Middle East problems and they're hiding away just 
outside of town at a country house." 

"Do you have any other good news for me?" I hit the respond key on 
my keyboard. 

"The Vice President is somewhere in Kansas tonight. He's supposed 
to be at a town hall meeting and at an opening for a library tomorrow." 
Don Padre was speaking very fast and his words slurred, but were still clear. 

"Is there anybody left in DC?" 1 knew the answer before I asked. 

"No one in control." Don Padre's voice was now cracking. 

"Boss Three, get NORAD on the hotline for me, now," I switched back to 
Don Padre. "Would you be offended if I took complete control on this one?" 

"Please, my friend! Let me act as your back up tonight, as always." I 
hung up and switched to regular COM lines. 

"Studio Control to all Stations, Boss One is assuming the Conn, I repeat. 
Boss One has the baby. Confirm by key stroke," I watched all stations light 
up. 



"On the floor, we got it and it is ours. Now let's work it people! Ops? 
Has he passed the go/no-go line?" 

"Ops. La Grange passed. Speed is increasing." 

"Systems! Is he on target for London?" 

"Confirmed and logged, London is mark. If he changes course at this 
speed he will be in fly-hy mode." 

"Ops, give me an ETA to insertion and impact?" I held my breath. 

"Insertion in thirty-one minutes, impact in thirty eight minutes. 

Weight and type, estimate a two-hundred kiloton blast." 

"Ops, start sending us data on the trajectory...NOW!" I yelled into the 
headset. Jamison touched my ann. 

"Irina is in route to Jacobs. Taylor is her back up." 

"Great. Let's see if he can do the math like she can. Send him the 
trajectory. I want it on line in fifteen minutes and jumping in two after that. 
If he doesn't, I am personally sending you out there to shoot that simple son 
of a bitch!" I hit the button marked in red after Wilkinson pointed to me. 

"This is General Adams, NORAD control." 

"Countersign. Alpha Two Four Bravo." 

"Again for voice verification." 

"Countersign Alpha Two Four Bravo" 

"Approved. Go." 

"Scramble and go to DEFCON One, right now. Repeat: Def-Con 
One." I said as calmly as I could. 

"Sir! That is a call only the President can make!" He was following his 
orders. 

"lam calling a Whiskey Overlord." Silence on the phone. 

"Sir. I am not allowed to take that sign. I can't do that." 

"In thirty minutes General I got two tons of non-melting metal traveling 
at a speed that is going to make England a big hole in the ocean. It will 
look like a twenty-ton nuke leveled the island. Now, are you going to call it 
or not?" I hated this part! Dealing with some jag-off more worried about his 
next star than, oh say, all life on Earth as we knew it! 

"Online. This is ALICE in Looking Glass," the airborne command and 
control aircraft was monitoring the alert message and tones. 

"Who am I talking to?" I spoke quickly while pounding on the keyboard 
to get the information to Jacobs. 

"General Howard." 

"That would be Philip Howard if I am not mistaken?" I wanted this one 
to work for all of us. 

"You know damn good and well it is. Doc! Whafs happening?" I met 
him many times during my stay at Groom and he had been Jack's boss before 
he came over to us. 



"I need a Whiskey Overlord, about two minutes ago." I spoke clearly 
and distinctly, so that the scrambler wouldn't mess up the words going on a 
free air uplink. 

"Sequencing now." The board on the right of the console lit up like a 
Christmas tree. NORAD was online and running everything up the flagpole. 

"Get underground. General. It won't do any good if I can't stop this 
guy. But they need a chance." 

"Are you talking about London? 'Cuz that's what I'm reading on my 
screen right now." 

"You got it," I watched the message start to rapidly burst across the 
screens in the center downstairs. He was getting everyone in the air. 

"I got frill scramble from England and Germany, now what?" 

"Get them the hell out of there! They won't be any good if they are 
caught in the EMF wave that's going to follow this hit." 

"I am looking right now at the screen and deep space satellites have 
picked it up. Jesus, Ted! We got nothing up there to stop that thing with!" 
Howard's voice was crackling with static. 

"Ops here, we got twenty-one and counting." 

"Logged," I was offline for a minute. "God damn it." My heart was 
racing in my chest and I had to stop and take a breath. 

"Irina!" Jamison hit my console button for me. 

"Sweetie! Honey, sorry to wake you up," I waited while she screamed 
at someone in Russian. 

"Yea ne nid em scores!Da se net is sloor!" She yelled. 

"In English, baby!" I yelled back over the noise at her end. 

"I've got it on track! Give me the number! Where do you want me to 
hit it?" Irina was sucking air at her end; she must have run from the car to 
the pit. 

"Sending," I hit my keyboard again. 

"Ops. Boss. Thompson on red line," we were jammed with calls. 

"Control. This is Alice. We're starting the count down on space borne 
platform to intercept." I listened to him and knew as well as he did it was 
a wasted effort. 

"Rocks off a tank Alice, but try. We are working the numbers on 
something else," I didn't have time to tell him. 

"Ops Boss, I got the President on Blue for you, what do you want me 
to do?" He was on the floor jumping up and down waving a handsef. 

"Talk to him! Ask him how London is this time of year. I got work to 
do!" I hit another button. 

"You ready, sweetheart?" I listened very carefully. 

"Counting, seven, six, faver, farve, freba, amare! Engaged!" Irina 
yelled, mixing Russian and English. 



"Scram the screens! I repeat: all stations scram your screens," I hit the 
override in Studio Control and everything went offline that was looking at 
space. 

"Holy mother of God! What is that?" I heard the open line from 
Alice in my ear. I waited in silence for ten seconds then lit my monitors 
back up. 

"Give me input people," I spoke more slowly with a slight slur, feeling 
the pain run down my left arm. Sweet Jesus Christ! I was having a heart 
attack. NO! Not now! I had to hang on just a bit longer, as the world hung 
in the balance on what I did next. 

"Palomar in California just reported a massive explosion on the other 
side of Mars. So did Kitt Peak in Arizona," I heard a voice in my ear. 

"Identify for logging, god damn it!" I yelled again. I knew Jamison was 
watching me closely. If he suspected what was happening with me he'd pull 
me off station, and if that happened, we were all doomed. I had to keep 
going right now even though the pain was incredible! 

"Logged." 

"Sao Paolo, we are showing clear sky. I repeat, clear sky!" 

" Jo'Berg, ditto." 

"London center ditto." 

"This is Alice, Control. May I shut down and reduce from DEFCON 
One?" 

"Affirmative Alice and...thank you!" 

"No, thank you Dr. Humphrey! I don't know what you just did, but it 
fried every one of my onboard sky cameras. Alice is clear and back on 
NORAD control channel." 

"Situation to Boss One," I hit the key with my right hand. 

"Go." 

"We are calling the situation, I repeat; we are calling the situation. 

Awaiting your confirmation." 

"Confirmed. Situation is clear. Sao Paolo," I took a deep breath, 

"please take the baby from us." 

"Sao Paolo, we got it. Boss One. Good job, Ted!" 

"Boss let me get a medical team in here now," I nodded and he hit his 
panic button on the console. 

"Irina? Is the baby home safely?" I asked trying to hold it together. 

"Singed but whole. Number was two of ten. I repeat: number was two of 
ten. Twenty percent power did the trick on the laser," Irina waited. 

'1 will call you back when this is over," I said trying to sound okay. 

"Ted, is it over?" She sounded worried. 

"Not just yet, baby. I love you. Control out." 

I didn't wait. I disconnected the line and sat back as Wilkinson jumped 
out of his seat and looked at me. 



"Earn your keep for Christ sakes and talk to the President," I pointed to 
the still flashing blue line. 

I motioned for Jamison to help me up and get me out into the hallway. He 
did, reluctantly, and suddenly the hallway elongated and tilted like a circus 
funhouse in a bad horror movie. I heard my head crack against the wall as 
I hit it with my forehead as my face slid clown the smooth metal ending 
with a dull thud on the thin carpet. 

Later I learned Jamison snatched me up off the floor and carried me 
at a full tilt run to the infirmary. 

He wasn't waiting for anyone to come to us. 



"Hold on there, Dr. Humphrey," the young Navy doctor was pushing 
me back down into the hospital bed. 

"I have work... to do..." I weakly glanced over at the IV tubes in my 

arm. 

"Not just yet. Not until we have a talk." He pulled a chair next to the 
bed and hit a button on the side that raised me up to a reclining position. 

"Okay give it to me quick. First, how long have I been out?" I worried 
about Irina and the others. 

"Not long. About six hours," he looked at his watch as he took my pulse. 

"Heart attack?" I asked not wanting to hear the truth. 

"Not lucky enough, but it resembles a heart attack. Acute Hyper Stress; 
AHS. Caused by too much work, pressure and not breathing enough during 
periods of high anxiety. Which, I understand from Colonel Jamison, you just 
went through tonight, "he got up and looked into my eyes with his small 
flashlight, " which I know nothing about as all that stuff is classified way 
above my paygrade. What I do know is your blood pressure came down 
alright, blood tests show you're in pretty good health for a man of your age. 
No clots, occlusions or tumors in the brain. You drove yourself past the 
breaking point just pure and simple and your system shut down. I've seen 
this before in this place," he got up, walked over and turned the lights up a 
little higher. "But you need to slow up on yourself and others. I've treated a 
half dozen people this week for similar complains. This place is a killer if 
you don't manage it right." 

"Doctor, don't lecture me. I have a job to do," I swing my legs off the 
bed, but the doctor stopped me and pushed me back down and I was too 
weak to put up a fight 

"I understand that very well. But I just lost the last Boss around here 
and I don't plan to lose another one in the near future. I was told you pulled 
off a near miracle tonight, but that won't count for much if you are 
not here to do it again when we need you." 

He handed me a small vial of pills. "Use these when it gets really bad. 
They're an anxiety controller not sedatives, but that'll help regulate your 
system when you're running at warp ten." 

I took the pills and looked at the little orange tablets in the bottle. 

"Can I get up and get going now...please?" I added for his sake. 



"Sleep for about five more hours and then you are good to go. You need 
some rest and I am going make sure you get it." He injected something into 
my arm and patted it. 

"That will knock you out for a few hours and when you wake up you'll 
feel fine." He started to walk out and stopped. "Boss Two told me to tell 
you he ordered everyone to stand down and is using minimum staff at 
present. Said you needed to know that." He smiled and left. I felt the dmg 
surging through my system. I wanted to fight it but couldn't. I drifted into 
not a deep sleep as I expected, but a bright and colorful altered state of 
conscious. 


* * * * 

I was walking in a garden, filled with flowers. 1 rubbed my hands over 
them and felt the pollen come off in sparkling vibrant little clouds. The 
fragrance was almost overpowering. 1 saw a stream ahead of me running 
down a waterfall of stones and it bubbled as the water played frothily with 
the rocks to make a gentle melody. 1 sat down on the downey soft kelly 
green grass and looked into the crystal sparking water. 1 dipped my hand 
in the water and felt an electric, loving vibrance flow through me. 1 knew 1 
had never been here before. 

"Hello, Teddy," 1 turned and saw a vibrant young black man walk up 
and sit down next to me on the grass. 

"Rufus?" 1 couldn'f believe my eyes. 

"Yup. It's me. 1 like this body better when I'm here. Makes me feel 
younger, somehow," he laughed that big, open laugh, ft was Rufus all right. 

"Where are we?" 1 looked around and noticed the yellowish tint of the 
sun filtered through a haze. 

"Oh this is just a place 1 spend some of my time. Thought you might 
like to join me here for a little while." He picked a flower and held it to his 
nose and smiled. 

"This must be a dream." A thought floated up in my mind that just 
wouldn't come to the surface. 

"No, not really, ft's just a state between time and worlds. This place 
exists a long ways from your body lying in that hospital room back on Earth. 
But there is another part of you that is here with me," he handed 
me the flower. 

"1 don't understand," 1 was trying to find the reference plane in which 
1 was working and couldn't. 

"Oh, it isn't anything to concern yourself with. Mystics all over the 
galaxy know about it. They talk in funny terms making them sound like 
they're smarter or weirder than other people, but this is a transcendental 
state, that can be explained using quantum physics. One of these clays folks 
will realize that and make some great leaps forward in using it. But for 
right now, this here place belongs to just me," he laughed and got up. 



"And a choice few special guests. Come on along now son, I want to show 
you something." 

We walked through the flowers to a small cottage and went inside. It 
was comfortable and classic, like an old English study. The walls were 
line with bookshelves holding rows of beautiful leather bound books with 
titles embossed in gold leaf He motioned to one of two red leather comfortable 
armchairs for me to sit next to the hearth with the roaring fire. He picked a 
book from the shelf and sat in the other chair. 

"I was reading all about what you did today. Very good, Ted! You 
showed them you got the brains, guts, knowledge and, most important, the 
balls to beat these bastards. They won't try that again for a long time," he 
read down the page. 

"Is that a... history book of some kind?" I was confused. 

"It is, but like nothing you've ever seen. Some fancy mystics call it the 
Akashic Records. For me they manifest as the library in my study. I just 
wanted to tell you that all of this is just about over. All you gotta do is get 
through one more problem and you've done your bit for Mankind." He 
smiled and closed the book. "Ted, you learned something a long time ago. 
Now you need to remember it again. You learned that your father believed 
in reversals. Just remember that, reversals, and you'll be all right. Reversals 

"Reversals. Yes! Reversals. He did use them," I was speaking and 
being shaken at the same time. Rufus smiled as the study and the books and 
the fire just melted like a watercolor in the rain. 

"Boss! Wake up, you're dreaming!" Jamison stood over me looking 
down. "You okay? The doctor said I could wake you up and get you going 
again." He looked worried. 

"I just met a twenty-one year old middle aged woman, and she had just 
said yes, damn it all!" I awakened fully, sat up and swung my legs off 
the bed and looked around. It was the same sterile hospital room I'd been 
in a few hours ago. 

"I will remember to tell the other Dr. Humphrey about that," 

Jamison smiled. He helped me to my feet and I started to come back to this 
world and this way of life. 



I spent the next days and nights working out the last few problems with the 
personnel and then decided they could handle the day-by-day operations. I re¬ 
established the one-clay-on and three-days-off sequence so everyone on every 
station could have some kind of normal lives again. 

Jamison, two of his boys and I, all headed back to DC. I knew I had to 
clean up the desk that Harv used to sit at and find someone that could truly 
handle it. I wasn't ready yet to give Carlson and Wilkinson full admittance 
into The Group, but left them as temporary acting Bosses. I figured that 
after several months we, as a group, would re-evaluate their performance 
and see if they had the right stuff to make full-fledged members. They didn't 
know about all the other stuff we did, technically or politically, and 1 
wanted to leave it that way. Don Padre Sanchez in Sao Paulo agreed with 
me, as did the heads of the other stations, but still it gave us operational 
capacity at the Cayman Station in case of another incident. 

1 had half a dozen conference calls with Irina and her group at Jacobs 
and we went through all of the procedures and made some improvements if 
we needed a rapid launch of the Bug Zapper again. 

ft had worked perfectly, delivering a deathblow to the incoming ship 
and only suffered minor bums in the process. Next time, 1 knew we'd crank 
the power setting up higher and stand off at more of a distance to do the job. 

The device at Jacobs performed its function perfectly, teleporting the unit 
in real time from one spot to another. We still hadn't tried it yet for a time 
jump and that was sitting on my list of things that needed doing and 
testing. But f wanted to be there when we pulsed that one. 

To my amazement Jamison was like a walking computer, along with all 
of his other skill sets. He could call up a phone number, a record from the 
file and names at random without ever referring to any notes, ft was total re¬ 
call by his near-photographic memory. If he'd read it or seen it, he had it in 
his head somewhere. This became indispensable to me in the next few 
weeks in Washington. Having him with me was like still possessing a large 
piece of Bellamy, f talked to Don Padre on the side and 



confirmed that Jamison should be included on the active list of The Group and 
received full conferment to take that action. Jamison was now totally one of 
us and he rose to the occasion. He was not only an excellent soldier, but 
unequaled at administration and had a very strong grasp on all of the 
technical details surrounding The Group's activities. 

Within a very short period of time he was becoming my right hand. For 
that I was truly grateful, as it didn't seem so lonely where f was now. We 
had sent the current occupant of Harv's desk on a road trip to conduct 
evaluations of needed equipment. General Thompson got him out of the 
picture with a wink and a nod between Jamison and myself that he'd get a 
posting someplace far from the center and be used at a level more fitting to 
his personality. 

Jamison arranged for a floor of apartments for all of us on 30th Street, 
about a half mile from the Old Executive Office Building, which had its 
own internal security and because several Senators lived in the building they 
had Secret Service checking it every half hour or so. 

ft was modem, nice and had a great view of the city. 

My days were spent in the conference center on the video units, talking to 
Irina or Jack or a half dozen other people all trying really hard to finish up 
the major programs and minor projects that needed to be in place before the 
first series of test mns commenced next year. 

The details mounted up to a mountain of paperwork, tens of millions 
of bytes on the computer screens and a phone permanently hooked to my 
head. From six am to nine at night, I sat in Harv's old chair and played at 
being an administrator and head of the most powerful group of men in the 
world. Just to protect our investments and personnel in various locations and to 
keep our profile below the surface, I had to deal with toppling governments 
in South America, buying off news organizations, covering up for stupid 
mistakes and all the time trying to manage the world's most secret projects. 
The leaves on my desk calendar keep being tom off and I had little time for 
my family or myself for that matter. 

I expanded our office space to eight instead of three rooms to make 
room for Jamison and his boys. The guys at GAO started to raise hell but 
were soon quieted down by the man across the street in the White House. 

It had been three months since the night of the "incident" when Jamison 
stuck his head into my office and waited for me to look up from my 
mountain of files. 

"Boss, you got a visitor," he said very quietly. 

I looked at him after looking at my appointment book and shmgged 
not understanding who would be here. 

"The President wants to see you," he said, still in a hushed tone. "Christ, 

Jami! What? I don't have time go all the way over there! Tell 
that. .." 



Jamison stopped me just in time. "No! He's here!" He opened the door and 
stepped back to let the tall man walk into the room. 

"Ted, thank you for seeing me." He came and shook my hand while I 
still had a surprised look on my face and sat down removing his gloves. 

"Mr. President. To what do I owe this honor?" I couldn't imagine 
what he wanted. 

I noticed the milling men standing outside the office and knew his Secret 
Service detachment was out there. Jamison had his boys guarding the door 
to protect their investment and meal ticket, namely, me, glaring into the 
sunglass covered eyes of the Secret Service men. 

"Well, I think we got off on the wrong feet originally and I hadn't seen 
you at any of our briefings in the Situation Room." He said in that charming, 
whispery Arkansas drawl. "Harv used to show up now and then to just 
check in and 1 was hoping you would pick up that habit as well. I'd just like 
to know what my people are doing." I let it pass. He was trying to make an 
implication that we somehow worked for him, but we both knew 
differently and there was no reason to antagonize him by stating the obvious. 

"I get the reports every morning and I haven't really seen anything 
you need our expertise with right now," I played along, but still found I 
didn't like being in the same room with him. 

"Well, Clifford, my aide, told me, that the Senator from the State of 
Washington is raising all kinds of hell in committee meetings that the work 
being done at Bangor is being contracted outside Washington State, and she 
wants to know why. It's causing us some problems with one of our bills that 
we really need to get through. She's telling some folks she is going to hold 
up the bill, if we don't start handing out some contracts to her folks up 
there." He pulled out a cigar, lit up and sat back, blowing smoke up 
towards the ceiling. I raised my hands as though I didn't understand what he 
wanted from us. I did, but he needed to spell it out. 

"Come on, Ted! Help us out on this one. You saved our ass in England 
otherwise that school boy would be running the country. I can't say I 
approved of your handling of those other files in OKC, but it got it off them 
off the screen as sure as hell and I got miles of political juice out of it to 
boot. So, I need another favor. Besides, that operation up there is yours and 
you guys can afford to be a little helpful. I got a re-election campaign in full 
swing and I need all of the support I can get right now." He puffed away. 

I hit the button on my console. Jami walked in and stood at attention, 
his normal form when anyone was present in my office. 

"Sit down. Colonel," I motioned to the couch. 



"I don't think I know you," the President stood and extended his hand. Jami 
shook it and sat down without saying anything. He looked hard and 
professional. 

"Colonel P. W. Jamison. SAS commander and a senior member of 
The Group." I waited for the full effect of the statement to sink in. 

"Were using British officers?" The President was actually thrown by this 

one. 

"Scottish, sir. But, yes, I served in the British military," Jamison corrected. 

It was the comment about "Senior Member of The Group" that made 
the politician's cunning eyes narrow. It was one thing to have American 
scientists and generals calling the shots, but to have a British, or Scottish, 
Senior Member was something he was not prepared for. 

"Which bill?" I picked up my pen. 

"What?" The President looked back at me, not sure what I meant. "The 

bill you are having problems with and want to get through the 
Senate?" 

'The United Nations Supported Bio-sphere bill. It'll set aside areas of 
bio-diversity for future generations." He was concentrating again on the 
subject, but had noted he needed to find out something about Jami. I thought, 
good luck. The man didn't exist on paper anywhere, except inside files I 
controlled, and that was the way it was going to stay. 

"Harold..." I couldn't remember the Senator's name on the committee 
and I snapped my fingers. 

"I know the one. Boss," Jami answered. 

"Call him and have him push the bill through today. Get it to the floor 
and have Lacture push it through without delay by tonight. Have them re¬ 
arrange their schedules. Then ask Poppy to leak the information to the 
Washington Post that the President was instrumental in getting the 
compromised and expanded version approved, over conservative's desire to 
use something as good as this bill as a political tool to further their cause 
of obstmctionism," I rattled off. 

"I think I can tone it down a little, but yes. I will have it done within 
the hour." Jamison got up and nodded curtly to the President and left. 

The President looked dumbfounded and put his cigar into my glass 
ashtray. He sat for a minute and looked at me. 

"That's it? You tell your aide to do that, and it gets done?" 

"He is not my aide," I said bristling. "He is my equal. And yes; that is 
the way I do things." I was really getting bored with this guy's over inflated 
delusions of self-importance, as we all knew that he was just a meat suit 
puppet of other forces that did not concern us. 

"Who exactly in the government do you guys work for? I know I have 
a pretty thick file on your little 'Group'," he said with his slight southern 



drawl, implying he didn't care for us, fully. "But all it tells me, is that I 
can't touch you guys. What exactly is your purview in all of this?" 

"Need to know basis, sir. And you are not on that list." I had to throw 
that punch. I just couldn't help myself. I knew he'd asked to know two 
things when he became President: what really happened at Roswell in 
1947, and who shot his boyhood hero John F. Ketmedy. Fie was told the 
same thing I was telling him now. That he was just a temporary public 
servant; he did not need to know, and that his clearance and classification 
levels were not high enough. I know it pissed him off then and I knew it 
would piss him off now. 

"You listen to me you cock sucking son of a bitch!" Fie leaned forward 
ominously, squinting his eyes and pointing his thumb over his clenched 
fist at me. "I am the President of the United fucking States, and I am not 
used to being spoken to like this by some science geek with some letters 
behind his name and builds toys at the taxpayer's expense!" Fie was getting 
into his famous state of rage, trying to prove who the better man in the 
room was. 

I tossed a file in front of him with the photographs in it of him and a 
certain Presidential aide. All in glorious film noir black and white pulled off 
his own security cameras inside the White Flouse. It showed the entire deed, 
stained blue dress and all. And, my God, I smiled to myself; he had rotten 
taste in women. I gave him a moment to peruse the file, watched his face 
go purple as he turned apoplectic with sheer unadulterated rage, then I let 
him have it. 

"Sir, I have worked with nine Presidents, three Prime Ministers, seven 
dictators of the Soviet Union, twenty despots in third world countries and 
one ex-wife. I don't plan to explain to you now or ever what it is that I do 
or what The Group does. You are over there," I pointed toward the White 
Flouse, "for a very short period of time. But like every other man that has 
sat in this office, I will be here doing what I must do, and you will live 
with it and not interfere. 

"That is the short version," I leaned forward for emphasis. "Most people 
who assume power understand we are here, to make sure the power sfructure 
that is in place, and which you are temporarily part of, survives." I waited 
for his reaction. Fie was still holding the file and looking at the pictures that 
no one would want to have their voters see. 

"And I guess you are threatening to give these to the press?" Fie smirked, 
thinking that was no threat at all. 

"No." I said, and paused for effect. "To your wife." 

The smirk melted away, and a brief look of sheer terror crossed his face. 
It took a while for him to finally regain his composure, but I had driven in 
the dagger far enough and twisted it on a bone. Fie got the 



point. "You are a lot worse than I was made to believe by Harvey, aren't 
you?" He looked up at me and closed the file, laying it back on my desk. 

"I run this organization. I report to no one but me. If anything were 
to happen to me, or that man out there, two thousand like him will paint a 
mural on the walls of the White House in blood, and no one could stop 
them. I have five-star generals that just say 'yes sir' to me. I have foreign 
leaders who will kill their own populations if I tell them to. I control the 
most awesome weapons arsenal this world has ever seen. You saw an 
example of that when you were in England. That wasn't the Air Force that 
saved your ass, or the Navy, the Army, the Marines or the Girl Scouts. That 
was me. Me and the men that stand with me. If you think I am worse than 
you believed, you have no idea of the reality. 

"I don't like you as a person, and I think you are an awful human being. 
But right now I have no beef with you," I leaned into him for menace and 
effect, "and believe you me, you do not want to have a beef with me. It is 
my job to protect you and the rest of this planet. So you should work on 
your re-election campaign and go about your business in a quiet and dignified 
manner. You are, after all, you are the 'fucking' President. ..and I mean that in 
the most literal sense, although, by your antics and behavior, you have no 
respect whatsoever for your office, the people around you, our country or 
this world for that matter. But that is not my business. So, you bang as 
many interns on your desk as you like. That is your business. I won't 
interfere with you. But I am warning you, sir... you make one more trip 
over here like this and try to play some kind of brinkmanship game with 
me and you will be on the lecture circuit hocking your book, explaining what 
it's like to be a one term President so fast it'll make your dick twist to the 
right." 

I sat back and looked at him across the table, then added, "You want 
to call my bluff, go ahead. I will show you what power really is." 

He leaned back, put his tongue in his cheek and that evil Cheshire cat 
grin came over his face again. "You are just a little man, in a little office 
who does not have any idea what I am capable of, you..." 

I hit the button on the intercom. A mechanical sounding voice came 
online. 

"Awaiting your orders, Mr. Director." 

"Take down the main NORAD communications system grid for one 
minute. On my mark." The shit-eating grin slid from the President's face. 
"Mark." I released the button. 

Buzzing phones and a panicked bustle began in my outer office. Ten 
seconds later a knock came on the door and one of the Secret Service men 
rushed in. 

"Ah, Mr. President? I just received a call that all of our strategic 
defense systems just went off-line." 



The President didn't blink, and continued to stare right at me, his 
eyes narrowing. "Where?" 

"World-wide, sir. I think you need to get back to the White House stat, 
Mr. President!" The man had his hand on his gun in the holster attached to 
his belt. 

The President waved him away like Caligula dismissing a slave. "Wait 
outside." The Secret Service man looked confused, but did as he was told. 
"Point made. Well played. I don't think I like you much either. Dr. Humphrey. 
I don't think you are good for this country." He was still trying to get some 
parity, even though we both knew he'd lost all the chips in front of him, 
and the ranch to boot, on that last hand. Jamison walked in and stood, 
waiting. 

"Yes, Colonel?" I asked him. 

"The bill is out of committee and heading to the floor of the Senate, ft 
should take about an hour, with some posturing, but it will pass by three 
and the Senate Majority Leader would like a photo opportunity over at the 
White House with the President as he signs the bill into law." Jamison 
looked at his watch. 

f bowed and waived my hands in the air like a magician that had just 
performed a mind-blowing trick and was waiting for the audience to 
applaud. 

"Ta-Da." f said flatly. "Now, if there is nothing else then, Mr. President, 
have a nice clay. Colonel, if you would be so kind as to show the President 
out." f never got up, or looked up, as f started working through the papers 
on my desk again. The tall, bulky man walked outside and smiled for 
everyone and went down the hallway toward the elevator. Jamison came 
back in and sat down. 

"Did you listen in?" f smiled at him. 

"Pouncy bastard. The guy needs to be whacked just on principle, you 
know that don't you?" Jamison almost spit his words out. 

"Oh, we won't need to do a thing. In time he'll hang himself The next 
three or four years he'll be ass deep in problems." 

f pointed at the file and Jamison looked at it for the first time with a 
big grin. 

"Cute little gal, ain't she?" Jamison snorted, taking far too long reviewing 
the documents and f laughed out loud at his Scottish taste in women. 



It had taken another three and half months to get the DC office running 
smoothly again. I hadn't realized what an effect Harv had on the operations. 
The man must have been working twenty hours a day. There was no wonder 
why, when he went on trips, he drank like a fish and ate like a horse. I 
actually lost weight while in DC. I couldn't stand that much take-out and not 
one of us that lived in the apartments could cook worth a damn. 

I started searching for a new director for the Washington office as soon as 
I arrived and found that one of Jamison's boys was a good candidate. Robert 
Mitchell-Hedges, a distant cousin of the great adventurer of the twenties and 
thirties in Central America who had discovered the famed Crystal Skull. He 
graduated with honors and a double major from Oxford, then went on to 
Sandhurst and received his commission. He was a Major who served a stint 
in Northern Ireland and then been picked up by Bellamy. We called them 
"The Lads", but Bob, as everyone called him to his own disapproval, was 
almost forty, well educated, charming and tough. After a long and formal 
review, Jamison and I decided he would serve as the director for The Group 
in DC without being made part of the itmer circle, at least not just yet. 

I spent a lot of time on conference calls between Jacobs and the new 
underground base at King's Peak in Utah, the current unofficial top-secret 
HQ for the US Space Command, all under Jack's management. 

It was time for a full-blown conference and we needed all the players in 
place. I decided we should meet at the new submarine facility at Bangor to 
get the guided tour and use the new conference room. It was a logistical 
nightmare so I reluctantly moved it back to Jacobs and decided I'd head up 
to Bangor and witness the first jump from there, when we were ready and 
let that suffice. I didn't have any desire to be buried alive again under the 
desert in Fallon, Nevada. But some things we just can't control in our lives. 



The conference room was set up for about twenty-five people. Other 
members of The Group would be on closed circuit video links and have 
the ability to ask questions and receive answers. 

I'd taken the "Dulce Silver Case File", as it was now known among 
some of us, and compiled it into a detailed report that was given to everyone 
before the conference with all the calculations that Metrics Division had done 
on it. Everything seemed ready and so was I. 

Irina and I drove in together with Jamison and one of his lads in a car 
behind us. They used the spare bedroom in our house the night before and 
Irina gave us all a good old fashioned home cooked meal. If I lei them, they 
would have moved in permanently just for the food. 

"We need to get to the photographers by five. Fle's working late for us 
and Pasha wants you and I in one of her pictures in her graduation gown," 
Irina said and I stopped in the hallway. "I know, I know! Your future is my 
past. I 've never shown her that picture. It's safely locked up." I was silent 
as we continued. 

The room was filled with white-coated men and women, all with 
clipboards and files under their arms. Jack Thompson was there in a summer 
uniform with two aides. Jamison and I looked so out of place in our three- 
piece suits, I felt like a complete geek amongst real scientists. 

I was actually embarrassed at the applause as I walked into the 
conference room and motioned for them to stop, which they didn't. "Alright, 
enough already. No one is getting a raise, except my wife!" Good-natured 
boos filled the room. 

"As most of you know, this has been a long uphill road and we're only 
here today because of a lot of hard work on your part and those that have 
come before us. This project doesn't belong to any one single person. It 
never would have happened if a lot of folks hadn't given their all and some 
of us here today, have given much more than duty calls for," I motioned to 
Jack who nodded to me, as did Irina. "I never liked those long winded guys 
that give political speeches, but I have become one of them and that is just 
too bad, because I've spent thirty years getting ready to make this speech 
and all of you are going to listen to it and you are going to enjoy it. That is 
an order." They laughed and clapped. 

I let the room settle down. "Good work, folks. The future will probably 
never know what you have done here. But those of us that do, will never 
forget," I paused and everyone was silent. "I would like to ask Dr. Irina 
Humphrey to conduct the briefing," I gestured for her to get up and she 
had to deal with the applause now. 

"I will try to do this without reverting to my native tongue," she blushed. 



"No way, you can't do it!" One of the scientists heckled to the hoots and 
howls of the rest of them. "Especially the part about my ancestry and my 
mother’s sexual preferences!" Again hoots. Everyone knew when Irina was 
mad, the language she used would frightened a Russian sailor. 

She waved them into silence. "All right! Let's get down to business." 
She pulled out her black frame horn rimmed glasses as a screen dropped 
from the ceiling. She stepped to the podium as the lights dimmed and the 
display began. 

"We have all the components of the Project: Tempus Fugit jump 
system, and the Time Runner, in place. We have not yet tried it, but we 
plan to this month. We have worked out all of the bugs for a standard jump 
that we can accomplish anywhere within local space, without a time drag at 
all. But deep space and anywhere outside the unique gravity and 
morphagenic field of Earth, is still a new adventure for all of us. The Bug 
Zapper is working perfectly and we have made three test jumps with it and 
one operational one." She paused reading her notes. Everyone was aware 
we'd taken out a planet killer with the ease of swatting a fiy and they all 
thought that had proven the system beyond anyone's expectations. 

"We're well aware that we now can make a jump without creating another 
rip in the time and space continuum of local space. If the calculations are 
correct, we should be able to start shutting up what we have been calling 
'rips', 'rifts', or just 'holes', for all these years," she paused and took a drink of 
water. 

"We have been able to detect six of them. Only three are currently 
usable for the 'Visitors' to drop through. Otherwise, they have a long 
trip and no one thinks that they are going to make it, without the holes. 
We plan to close the three major rips first and then the minor ones after 
that. That is step one. Step two is the deployment of the first monitor 
on this course line," she used her red laser marker to point to the chart 
projection and showed it in relationship to the Earth, which seemed like a 
long way out there. "The monitor will only deploy for a few seconds and its 
function is to see how much of a trail is left behind by the supposed fleet of 
invaders. From that Metrics can determine approximately how many craft 
are heading in our direction, without them picking up the unit on their 
sensory arrays," she paused, "we hope. 

"After we have laid in the plots to their exact course we can start 
sending intercept units to destroy as many of their ships as possible and 
hopefully dissuaded them from continuing on their current course with and 
dissuade them of their designs on us. If all of this goes off without a hitch, 
we should be done with the offensive portion of our mission, in two 
years." She looked up over her glasses for questions. One of the 
scientists raised his hand. 

"And if the Bug Zapper doesn't do the trick?" 



Jack stood up. "Dr. Humphrey, if I may?" 

"Go ahead, General Thompson," Irina sat down, relieved. 

"The Xerxes ETS Unit is fully operational and by the time their fleet 
could be nearing our solar system I'll have fifty-one ships that will be able 
to discourage them in force. We aren't the frontline. You good people are, 
but the other Dr. Humphrey up on stage has made sure we have a backup 
and a fail-safe," Jack sat back down. 

Everyone had read the briefing paper and knew the Xerxes was able to 
handle anything that came into the atmosphere for the last year and had 
proven it a few times. We had other plans to build bigger ships with greater 
weapons capacity, but I didn't even want to think about that just yet. 

"Anything else?" Irina said from her chair. "No?" She motioned for me 
to come back up. 

"Alright, I'd like to see the first test in sealing the space/time rift on 
Friday. I'll be in Bangor to make sure those folks are back up to speed. 
Good work people! Now let's go have a drink! They're all on me tonight!" 

A hearty cheer rose up as they all got up. 

I'd arranged a reception in one of the other conference rooms and 
Jamison made arrangements with the base kitchen to do up something 
special for all of them. It was an awesome five star spread. They needed a 
party. 

So did I, but not yet. 

I had one more problem to deal with. 



After having my photograph taken with my daughter and Irina for Pasha's 
high school graduation, Jamison and I were on the Big Bird heading for the 
bucolic landscape of the Bremerton National Airport, the closest long strip 
that could handle our aircraft. It was a thirty-minute drive from there up to 
the Bangor Sub Base and the new facility, hiding back in the woods. 

The facility, after long years of pain and suffering, was finally finished 
and everything was working in good order. It had a small team of technicians 
and scientists that had been there since the start. They had a laid back 
attitude that pretty much fit the land around them, filled with evergreens and 
water. Tennis shoes and. open collars were the dress code of the place, so 
they would blend into the surroundings on the naval base. 

Bill Lancaster headed up the team, who was an old timer that had worked 
for me at Groom years before. It was good to see him as he took Jamison 
and I on the $2.00 tour. I might have sweated and paid for this place, but 
it was his baby and he was proud of it. 

After meeting the people and seeing all the controls and overrides in 
the system and actually looking at the pit and the gadget in it, I was convinced 
we were ready. I asked Bill to use an office to make sure everything else was 
up and working at the other stations and make the final adjustments for 
tomorrow's first "seal job" of the major rift in the space/time continuum. It 
would finally be the beginning of the end for those using it to travel and 
terrorize us from out of deep space, of dimensions and the time stream. 

I had just gotten off the phone with Irina and Jack when the phone 
rang again. I picked it up without thinking. "Dr. Lancaster's office. May I 
take a message?" 

I waited, listening to dead air. I was going to hang up, when I heard 
crackling static and a feminine voice wafting up from it. Soft and faint, 
sounding hesitant, like a timid ghost from far away. 

"We have met... a couple of times and both of them 
were...unfortunate. Dr. Humphrey...but I think we should see each other 


before you ... throw that switch ...tomorrow." I quickly motioned to 
Jamison to pick up the other line. 

"Who is this?" I waited, but I knew, as the hair prickled on the back of 
my neck. 

"You won't be able to trace this call., .if that is what you are stalling...for, 
I have made sure of that. This is...Ann Corbett... and I would like to speak 
with you ... alone." My blood ran cold in my veins. Somehow they knew 
what we were doing, and it was, for them, something unthinkable: closing 
up the time/space holes they had used with impunity for so long to come 
and go. 

"Where and when. Dr. Corbett?" I masked my own fear. 

"There is a little place in... Silverdale, called ... Stewart's in Old Town ...a 
diner. ..I will be there in an... hour. I suggest you do... the same... and 
come...ALONE...if you...really know what's...good for you and those.. 
IDIOTS ...that work for you!" 

The line went dead. I placed the receiver back on the cradle. I looked 
up at Jamison knowing he was ready to call out the Marines and have 
Silverdale reduced to ash. 

"What are you planning. Boss?" 

"I am going to meet her, what else? This has gone on for too long. It's 
time it all comes to a finish, one way or another!" I got up and slammed 
the file in front of me shut. Jamison just shook his head. 

"Boss, this is a really bad idea." 

I set my jaw, pulled out my cell phone and punched in a couple of 
numbers. "I want a car in front right now, and two back up teams ready to 
move in five minutes. All in civilian clothing and armed to the teeth," I 
didn't wait for an answer. 

"I don't like it. Boss!" He was livid. "These people have been able to 
study you your entire life! If they really are from the future, don't they 
already know what's going to happen? Isn't it all a foregone conclusion? 
They know you'll react this way! Not rationally, but emotionally!" 

"I know, but this is something I have to do. I think you know why," he 
saw the crazy, obsessed look in my eyes, and Jamison knew this was a 
fight he wasn't going to win. I reached out and asked him for his sidearm. 
He hesitated then handed it to me. 

"Spread the team out around the place. I want you inside, but don't 
shoot anybody that just happens to move," I tucked the gun into my waistband 
and remembered Death Valley. I hoped I was meeting a human and not 
someone who could pull the clip out of this gun without me knowing it. 



We drove towards town and I found the spot, driving by it twice, while 
our people moved into various locations. There was a huge plate glass 
window in front emblazoned with "STEWART'S. GOOD FOOD. GOOD 
PRICES. GOOD PEOPLE." It was in a gold, shadowed 1890s script, and 
the window let me see almost everything going on in the restaurant, which was 
moderately busy, with customers waiting by the door to be seated. Satisfied 
that I'd given everyone enough time to move into position, I finally parked 
the car and walked in alone. 

A nice young man was behind the counter, obviously Stewart, a big 
man in a Hawaiian shirt and shorts, joking with one of the customers at the 
bar. They were cracking stories about some gal that worked for Stewart and 
she was blushing. He looked up when I came in, just as a table opened up and 
a busboy cleaned it up. 

"Have a seat," Stewart hollered over, gesturing to the now clean, empty 
table. He waved at the waitress and she scurried over and handed me a 
menu. "We got a special on the Deli Delight today, ham and cheese grilled 
with cabbage." He pointed again to an open chair. The table was near the 
comer of the plate glass window. I saw Jamison sitting at the other end of the 
window facing the door, pretending to eat some kind of sandwich. 

"Coffee, black." I said to the waitress with a smile. I sat at the table 
with my back to the door right at the edge of the window where it joined 
back into the wall with a supporting beam. It let Jamison and I cover the 
place looking both directions. 

Stewart came over with steaming coffee in a generously sized heavy 
bottomed ceramic black mug with the Stewart's logo in gold letters on the 
front. 

"How are you, partner?" Stewart said, setting the coffee down. "Sure you 
don't want something else?" 

I shook my head and put some Sweet & Low into my cup and stirred 
it. Another group of boisterous people came in and waited in a clump in the 
foyer at the door for a vacant table. A man in a heavy plaid coat and 
jeans, a woman in a red dress, another brunette with a reel and gold scarf 
with a blue knit hat, and a stout man with reddish hair and beard in a Seattle 
Seahawks sweatshirt. They must have been regulars, as they waved at 
Stewart and the waitress. 

I went back to my coffee and saw Jamison focus and stiffen. I spun 
back towards the door, and, standing just behind the group in the shadows, I 
could make out the burning, baleful eyes of Simon Ratterman. He pushed his 
way through the group, bumping into the woman in the reel dress, the girl 
with the scarf and hat, and the men in the plaid jacket and Seahawks 
sweatshirt His eyes darted around the room as he moved to 



the table in short, sharp motions. The rat-faced man with the hotly gleaming 
beady eyes silently slid into the chair across from me. I'd seen him before, 
a couple of times in photos and, of course, our meeting at Groom Lake a 
long time ago. I still had the scar from the cigarette bum. 

Simon Ratterman! In the flesh! But not in some time phased alternate 
universe reality. He hunched forward, glaring at me with a hatred and 
malice I had never experienced before in my life. I tried to retain my 
composure, knowing this all had to be some kind of trap. 

"No Ann Corbett, Simon?" I said looking around. "Sweet young thing 
that she is! Thought she went everywhere with you? Losing your touch 
with the ladies?" I spoke just loud enough for Jamison to hear. 

"Shut up!" He said quietly. "She is across the street with her finger on 
the trigger of a high sniper powered rifle with that ape of yours behind me 
in the cross-hairs. If he so much as breathes hard she's going to put a .50 
caliber slug through his head." 

Ratterman pulled a .38 Colt Cobra Detective Special revolver from his 
jacket, devastating at close range, and flashed it before pointing it at me 
under the table. I saw Jamison make a slight movement that would have 
been imperceptible to anyone who didn't know him. I raised my palms up 
just above the table to show Ratterman I was unarmed, and to stop 
Jamison. 

"It's okay," I said. "You're the boss. Jami! Just sit still there, laddie." I 
called out calmly. Jamison froze like a cat watching a mouse hole, with 
every muscle ready to pounce. 

"I have been told you are finishing up the project." Ratterman growled. 
"You have been busy little bees and are about a year away from using 
your device, but you still don't have an offensive system yet. You have 
been working, but it is not fast enough," Ratterman grinned evilly. "You 
may be able to plug the space/time holes, but they are still coming, and 
they will be here in 6 years and there is not a thing that you, or your 
government, or this world, with all its imaginary power, will be able to do 
about it!" He smirked at me, his eyes flashing like a cobra ready to strike. 

I leaned back, pushing my chair out just far enough to be out of the line 
of fire of the window with the upper half of my body obscured behind the 
supporting wall that had sheet rock and some kind of wood siding on the 
outer facade. Nothing that would stop a supersonic high-powered bullet from 
outside. A fact I was painfully aware of But right now, Simon Ratterman 
was the direct threat. 

"Nothing to say, bright boy!" Simon spat, leering at me. 

"What does it feel like to be a traitor to your people, your race and 
your whole planet? A scumbag like you makes Judas Iscariot look like a 
grade school snitch," I said, glaring at him. 



"Call it what you want. I cut a good deal. I live like a king where no 
one can get to me. I've put up with your meddling long enough. I finally 
decided to end this and it was nothing for me to lure you out and finish the 
job. It may not stop that useless, idiotic little program of yours, but so what? 
I will be beyond the rift and when someone after you finally does figure out 
how to seal it up, if they can, it won't matter. I will be coming at the head 
of their fleet that will 'eaf this nasty little planet," he expelled a dry, horrid 
laugh. "I am a prince on their world, with power, authority and glory, 
beyond your simple understanding. I can come and go as I please, using my 
device. A device I stole from that stupid father of yours, giving me access to 
all of time itself They want the technology, but until I control this planet I 
have refused to give it to them. They can't use the holes and rips in 
time/space like the Grays or Nordics. They don't understand it, but the 
Alpha Draconians are savage warriors and they are mine to control." He 
was clearly dangerously insane, around the bend and on some kind of 
power trip I could not even imagine. 

"That was why Ann Corbett came to see my dad. You killed my father, 
didn't you? Just to get your hands on the device?" 

"No. I never had the pleasure! He was already gone. I would love to 
have killed him, but he ran away after Ann talked to him. He was always 
running away. He left the project just as we almost finished the first phase. 
He ran away from your mother and then he ran away and left you. Like the 
sniveling coward he always was. He was very good at running away." 
Simon's eyes darted quickly around the room and then he focused all his 
hatred back on me, like a coiled desert rattler, ready to strike from out of 
the dirt and dust and sands of time. 

"So, you think by killing me you can slow the project down?" I asked, 
taking a cautious sip of my coffee, trying to steady my nerves and give 
some outward appearance of calm. 

"Cut the head off the snake and it dies! With you gone, lean get into 
some other places before that asinine system of yours comes online and 
change some opinions. We almost did it before, but then you went and 
killed Nakamura." He hissed. 

"Let me tell you a little secret." I leaned in close to him. "It's complete. 
And fully operational. So is the offensive system. All nicely rolled up and 
ready to blast your scaly pals back into whatever cosmic sewer they 
crawled out of" I laughed. 

"Boss, I wouldn't be telling him that." Jamison was right on the mark 
again, being my straight man. What would re-enforce the fact more than 
him telling me not to speak? 

"You lie! You both lie!" Simon screamed, his eyes darting back and 
forth between us like a trapped rat. The people in the diner looked over at 
us, all going quiet. "You couldn't! You didn't know how! I gave you all 



the wrong information!" Simon's eyes were rolling in his head with anger 
and his face reddened with rage, but then he collected himself and found his 
resolve. Here we go, I thought. 

"It's over, Simon. This whole place is surrounded." I said. "There's 
nowhere left to run. You are out of time." 

Ratterman grinned. "What do you know of time, boy?" He screamed, 
foam coming out of the side of his mouth. "1 come from the future where 
your death is already history!" 

In one fluid movement, he stood up, kicking the chair back behind 
him, and brought the gun to bear, level with my chest at point blank range, 
less than six feet away. 

Jamison pounced, springing at Ratterman with a feral, guttural roar. 

The plate glass window shattered, and the force of the sniper bullet literally 
plucked him out of the air, altering his trajectory like a child punching at a 
balloon. A spray of bullets filled his body, exploding like blossoming roses 
of flesh and visera, as Jamison twitched in death on the floor. 

"Good-Bye, Doctor Humphrey!" 

I dove towards him. Ratterman pulled the trigger, again and again and 
again, putting five bullets in my chest, in a tight grouping right through my 
heart. The force of the blast knocked me up and off my feet, throwing me 
against the wall with the shuddering force of getting hit by a bus, breaking 
most of my ribs. 

I hung in space against the wall, somehow keeping my feet under me, 
motionless for a moment, clutching at my heart in shock, my life spurting 
through my fingers. I looked up through a red hazy mist, and saw Ratterman 
smiling with savage victory. He turned towards the shattered window 
laughing maniacally. He lit up like a Christmas tree with red laser sights all 
finding targets on his body. From a muffled, far away distance, I heard men 
yelling commands at him, interrupted by their screams as Ann Corbett 
opened fire, picking them off one by one, in a rapid fire succession. 

Ratterman let the gun fall carelessly from his hand and reached for a 
device on his belt. I began to slide slowly down the wall as my shattered 
heart finally gave up the fight. 

Stewart's Diner exploded in a rain of bullets and blood as Simon 
Ratterman, still gloating and laughing triumphantly, just shimmered out of 
existence, like a grain flowing down the waist of an hourglass, caught up 
in the sands of time. 

I saw all this as my own life slipped away with a brilliant flash and fhe 
sound of a choir of celestial angelic voices as I traveled down a tube of 
warm, loving light. 




A nice young man was behind the counter, obviously Stewart, a big man 
in a Hawaiian shirt and shorts, joking with one of the customers at the bar. 

"Have a seat." Stewart hollered over at me, gesturing to the now clean, 
empty table. He waved at the waitress and she scurried over and handed me a 
menu. 

"We got a special on the Deli Delight today, ham and cheese grilled 
with cabbage." 

"Coffee, black." I said to her as I sat at the table with a weird ringing 
in my ears. Stewart came over with steaming coffee in a generously sized 
heavy bottomed black ceramic mug with the Stewart's logo in gold letters 
emblazoned on both sides. 






"How are you, partner?" Stewart said, setting the coffee down. "Sure 
you don't want something else?" 

I shook my head and put some Sweet & Low into my cup and stirred 
it. I shook my head and put some Sweet & Low., .into my cup...and stirred ... 

Wait! What? A feeling of Deja vu hit me like a hammer. There was a 
twisting in the pit of my stomach and my vision tunneled as I felt a spasm 
of vertigo spinning my head as the diner tilted under me. 

I went back to my coffee and saw Jamison focus and stiffen. Still dizzy 
and desperately trying to focus I spun around. Standing in the shadows, just 
behind the boisterous group at the door, I made out the burning, baleful eyes 
of Simon Ratterman. Just as before he pushed his way through the group; the 
woman in the red dress, the girl with the red and gold scarf and hat, 
bumping into a man in a hound's tooth hat and checkered coat and shoving 
past the man in the plaid jacket and the red haired bearded man in the Seattle 
Seahawks sweatshirt. The rat faced Nazi with the hotly gleaming beady eyes, 
silently slid into the chair across from me. 

"No Ann Corbett, Simon? Sweet young thing that she is! Thought she 
went everywhere with you? Losing your touch with the ladies?" 

"Shut up!" Ratterman hissed. "She's across the street, her finger on the 
trigger of a high-powered sniper rifle with that ape of yours behind me in the 
cross-hairs. If he so much as breathes hard she's going to put a .50 caliber 
slug through his head." 

Ratterman pulled a .38 Colt Cobra revolver from his jacket. 

"ft's okay. You're the boss. Jami! Just sit still there, laddie." 

"I've been told you're finishing up the project. You've been busy little 
bees and are about a year away from using your device, but you still don't 
have an offensive system yet. You've been working, but it is not fast enough. 
You may be able to plug the space/time holes, but they're still coming, and 
they will be here in six years and there is not a thing that you, or your 
government, or this world, with all its imaginary power, will be able to do 
about it. Nothing to say, bright boy!" Simon spat, leering at me. 

"What does it feel like to be a traitor to your people, your race and 
your whole planet? A scumbag like you makes Judas Iscariot look like a 
grade school snitch." 1 said, glaring at him. 

"Call it what you want. 1 cut a good deal. 1 live like a king where no 
one can get to me. I've put up with your meddling long enough. 1 finally 
decided to end this and it was nothing for me to lure you out to finish the 
job. ft may not stop that useless, idiotic little program of yours, but so what? 
1 will be beyond the rift and when someone after you finally does 



figure out how to seal it up, if they can, it won't matter. I will be coming at 
the head of their fleet that will 'eaf this nasty little planet." He expelled a 
dry, horrid laugh. "I am a prince in their world, with power, authority and 
glory, beyond your simple understanding. I can come and go as I please, 
using my device. A device I stole from that stupid father of yours, giving 
me access to all of time itself. They want the technology, but until I control 
this planet I have refused to give it to them. They can't use the holes and rips 
in time/space like the Grays or Nordics. They don't understand it, but the 
Alpha Draconians are savage warriors and they are mine to control." 

"That was why Ann Corbett came to see my dad. You killed my father, 
didn't you? Just to get your hands on the device?" 

"No. I never had the pleasure! He was already gone. I would have loved 
to have killed him, but he ran away after Ann talked to him. He was always 
running away. He left the project just as we almost finished the first phase. 
He ran away from your mother and then he ran away and left you. Like the 
sniveling coward he always was. He was very good at running away." 

"So, you think by killing me you can stop the project?"! asked, but 
now I was seriously freaking out. My vision was blurring, and I saw a 
sparkling refraction around all the lights in the diner, I felt like I was going to 
vomit, and that I was trapped in the re-run of a TV show I had seen before, 
but reality went on as it had before. Something important had changed. But. 
..what? 

"Cut the off the serpent's head and it dies! With you gone, I can get 
into some other places before that asinine system of yours comes online and 
change some opinions. We almost did it before, but then you went and 
killed Nakamura." He hissed. 

"Let me tell you a little secret, Simon." I leaned forward. "It's complete, 
and fully operational. So is the offensive system. All nicely rolled up and 
ready to blast your scaly pals back into the cosmic sewer they crawled out 
of" 

"Boss, don't tell him that!" Jamison said. 

"You lie! You both lie!" Simon screamed, his eyes darting back and 
forth between us like a trapped rat. The people in the diner looked over at 
us, all going quiet. "You couldn't! You didn't know how! I gave you all the 
wrong information!" 

"It's over, Simon. This whole place is surrounded. There's nowhere left 
to run. You are out of time." 

"I come from the future where your death is already history!" He 
screamed, foam coming out the side of his mouth. "What do you know of 
time, boy?" 



Suddenly, I felt a jolting shock run through my body like a bolt of 
electricity. It was like I was riding a train that had just, miraculously, jumped 
the tracks, and landed on another line and course altogether. 

"I know a great deal about time." 

The deep, resonant voice came from a man in a hound's tooth hat and 
checkered coat, sitting by the window with his back to us. 

"YOU!" 

Ratterman's eyes went wide with stunned shock and terror. He pulled 
his gun up from under the table in panic. As he got up, I threw my mug of 
boiling hot coffee in his face. He screeched in blistering pain. His left hand 
went up to his face as his gun hand came down on the table to brace 
himself from falling backwards. 

With all my might, fueled by a rage seething for years finally being 
released, I slammed the heavy coffee mug down on his hand and he screamed, 
jumping up clutching his bloody, broken, twisted fingers, the gun and his 
chair clattering to the tiled fioor behind him. 

In one fluid graceful motion, the man in the hound's tooth hat whirled 
around into the center of the room, a silver .45 Colt automatic in his 
outstretched fist. He stopped his arc of motion and took aim. 

Ratterman clutched his broken hand, growling in pain. 

"This world is still doomed! Nothing can stop me! I have all of time and 
space to deal with you!" Ratterman laughed manically, and reached for a 
space on his belt under his coat. But then his hands moved faster, in panic, 
as he looked down, clearly checking for something he had lost. 

"Looking for this, Simon?" The man held up a blinking black box with a 
red dial. 

The Nazi let out a guttural scream and lunged at him. The tall, thin 
man fired point blank, right into Simon Ratterman's chest. He was hurled 
backwards and lifted off his feet by the force of the shots, crashing through 
the plate glass diner window in a blizzard of glistening rainbow shards, 
coming to rest with a sickening thud on the sidewalk as the tinkling glass 
rained down like colored hail, the breath leaving his body in a muffled howl. 

"GET DOWN!" Jamison yelled as he pounced like a panther, leaping 
across the room, tackling the man in the hat, slamming him to the fioor and 
landing atop him with a dull thump. I flipped the table towards the window 
and crouched behind it, waiting for the hail of bullets from Ann Corbett's 
sniper rifle. All the patrons clove under the tables. Jamison had his weapon 
pushed into the thin man's temple, waiting. 

The silence was deafening. Through the ringing in my ears, I heard 
men in the distance giving orders, moving into position around our location, 
closing in. 



Seeing there was no further fire, with his gun glued to the side of his 
head, Jamison yanked the lanky man to his feet by the scruff of his neck 
and slammed him face first against the far wall, out of the line of fire of 
the window. His hound's tooth hat fluttered to the ground as he raised his 
hands in surrender. 

"Who the hell are you?" Jamison yelled, adrenalin racing through his 
system. He gave the man a rattling shake. "I said, who the fuck are you?" He 
screamed at the back of his head, f got up and picked up the old, well- worn 
hound's tooth hat f knew so well, as realization dawned. 

"Jamison! Jamil" f said putting my hand on his gun, pulling it away from 
the man's head, and pointing it down at the floor. 

"He's my dad." 

With a stunned look, Jamison relaxed his grip and Dr. Theodore 
Humphrey, Senior, slowly turned around. 

Jamison's eyes bulged. His jaw went slack as he chewed the air in shock 
trying to form a word. He looked incredulously from my older face, into 
the younger handsome face of my father, recognizing the family resemblance 
but just not believing it. 

My father had not aged a day since the last time f saw him when f was 
17 years old, when he put on that oversized checkered coat and his favorite 
old hat and walked off into that long, dark night. 

"He can't be!" Jamison sputtered, his accent heavier than! had ever 
heard it. "He's got to be fifteen years younger than you!" 

"Hi Teddy." My dad looked at me and smiled. Jamison relaxed his grip 
and my father gave me a hug that f had literally been waiting for all my 
life. Neither of us wanted to let go. But our reunion was broken up when 
seven or eight men hit the front door and crashed into the room. Jamison 
barked some orders and they cleared the scared but unharmed patrons out of 
the diner and into the street. They dealt with the scene outside and 
surrounded the building, leaving us alone. 

"What happened to Ann Corbett?" f said, still half expecting to get 
sniped through the window. 

"f took care of her over on the roof across the street, but she escaped. 
I'm sorry, f managed to get the gun away from her before she 'jumped' 
away. They should be able to at least lift her fingerprints off it, if that 
matters." 

"But how did you get Ratterman's time device?" 

"f got a good look at it on Corbett's belt before she vanished. Then f 
bumped into Simon at the door and picked his pocket." He held up the 
blinking box. He saw my stunned look and smiled, "f wasn't always a 
scientist, son." 

He held up a finger, then walked over to the table where he had been 
sitting, and pulled an old style canvas and leather backpack up off the 



floor. The buckles strained to contain its contents. He took it over and put it 
on the counter with a loud thump. He undid the buckles and pulled out a 
heavy black object, with lights and dials, about the size of a hatbox. He 
took out the hand-held device and compared them. I could see right away it 
was the first model prototype of the man portable Time Runner he had built 
in his lab, next to an ancestor of his device, several generations down the 
lineage. 

"Fascinating how they've managed to miniaturize the components." He 
mused, still the eternal scientist. "The power supply must still be a real 
challenge, though. They obviously have multiple jump capabilities..." He 
rubbed his chin, and I could tell he wanted to take everything apart right 
then and there. That was my dad. Off in a world all his own, even after all 
this time. 

f walked back behind the counter, pulled out three ice-cold bottles of 
beer, and handed one to each man. Jamison grabbed his like a drowning 
man, still in shock. 

"To my dad!" f toasted. "Who has always been my hero!" 

"Bloody hell!" Jamison exclaimed as he polished the beer in one long 
gulp. 

f took two long pulls, my throat so dry from fear f couldn't believe it. 

"This was the only place where you could drag that rat out of his hole 
in the rift he's been hiding in all these years." f had worked the numbers in 
my head. "You needed to get him out in the open, is that it?" 

"Had a little help." He smiled at me. 

"You're not bloody kidding me, are you?" Jamison was still trying to 
catch up, jerking his head back and forth between the two of us so hard f 
thought he would sprain his neck. 

"Nope." f said. "Grandfather's paradox in action. Couldn't go back 
in time and kill him, otherwise everything would be messed up in the future. 
All of this..." f pointed to Ratterman's body on the street as f heard sirens 
wailing in the distance, "would not have happened. So you had to go 
forward to nail him here, when he came back. The only time he was actually 
in phase and in the flesh, as he would have to be to actually kill me. You 
cut it pretty close there, dad." 

He shook his head. "1 jumped ahead realizing he had killed you and I 
couldn't let that happen. So f had to jump back to the exact moment it 
happened. The power supply on my device is only good for two jumps, out 
and back. So f had to decide where to jump back to. Since you were at the 
eye of the timeline shift you may experience some pretty disorienting deja vu. 
Sorry about that." 

f looked over at the wall where f had just died, felt a pain in my chest, 
and remembered beautiful voices and a brilliant flash and the loving tunnel of 
light. 



"Did-did ...was I just shot. ..dead?" I said, feeling flashes of what, I 
thought, had just happened, but then... didn't.... 

My father looked pained. "Yes. But you'll And the memory fades as the 
timeline resets and readjusts itself Fluid quantum time in the right-brain 
eventually reconciles with left-brain linear time. We are remarkable that 
way." 

Dr. Ted Humphrey, Sr., took a long breath and then shifted gears to lighten the 
mood. "You know you're an old man?" He looked at me and reaehed up to pull a 
pieee of glass out of my hair. 

"It happens when you just have a normal life, living in only one direetion," I 
laughed and turned to Jamison, who seemed to have some glimmer of 
understanding of the situation now. 

"You too, Jami. You have a lot to be grateful for. Just enjoy life from 
now on and be glad you're alive!" I thumped him on the back. 

"Wait!" Jamison said with utter bafflement, having a nightmare deja vu 
as well. "Was I..?" 

"Yes," my dad said. "You were killed as well. Shot dead by Ann 
Corbett. But history, as the great inventor Henry Ford once said," he raised his 
bottle, "is bunk!" 

"To history not being all it's cracked up to be!" I toasted, and we finished 
our beers. 

Jamison just worked his jaw, still confused. I hooked my thumb 
toward the door to snap him out of it. "Jami, make yourself useful. Go talk 
to the fuzz. Call a clean-up team out from Bangor and have them get rid of 
the body. Tell the cops it's a matter of National Security, but don't scare 
them too badly. No need to make a huge fuss." 

"Right you are, boss. No fuss. Roger that." His mind snapped back to 
a set of tasks he could understand. He looked at my dad and gave him an 
old school British open palm salute. "An honor to meet you, sir. I am very 
proud to be of service to your son. He is a great man." 

"You do not know the half of it," he smiled proudly. "And, thank you. 

I know that." He sat down and I joined him as Jamison went out to deal 
with the local constabulary and give orders that we were to be left alone. 

"What now?" I said thinking about my past and his future and. what he 
could do from this point in the timeline both forward and backward. 

"My device is kaput. I had enough power for the two jumps. The 
jump back here turned the innards to slag." My dad said, looking lost and 
confused. 

"You can't go back." I said at long last, trying to gauge all the 
possibilities. "I sure as hell don't want to wake up tomorrow and be seventeen 
again living in Barstow. So," I tried to work it through again and it was 
literally making my skull ache. Exasperated, I just threw up my 



hands in frustration. "You can't go back," I said with finality. "You know 
that?" I looked at him. 

"Yes, Teddy. I know." He looked in my eyes for a long time, taking in 
my graying hair and the age lines on my haggard face. "I knew that when 
I left...last night." 

It just then hit me. Oh my God! This was literally only tomorrow for 
him since I'd seen him last. He'd met Ann Corbett, discovered what they had 
planned, and gave up all his work and hopes and dreams and aspirations, he 
unselfishly gave up everything in his life...to save mine. Tears welled up in 
my eyes. All those years of hate and anger and resentment at him for 
abandoning me, for him not loving me, all washed away by revelations of 
him being here with me now. 

My father smiled sadly and shook his head. "No. I'm hoping to find an 
old friend that left a few years before me. You wouldn't know him, but he, 
was a great man that taught me a lot." 

"Will this slow them down? I mean from coming to Earth?" I asked him 
and he just shook his head, confused. He obviously didn't know what I was 
talking about. He threw up is hands. 

"Ted, I am truly sorry that I don't have any answers to your questions. 
You've lived forty years of life, filling in all the blanks. Like I said, I left 
last night. To me you should still be in high school playing football and, 
instead, I find you an old...well, older, man. But at least now you're alive. 
It's as confusing as anything to me, but if I can find my old friend, I think 
he can explain a lot of it to me." He got up and looked around the ruins of 
the restaurant. 

"You mean Dr. Rufus T. Henry?" I asked. 

He turned in amazement. "You know Rufus?" 

"I certainly do. I owe everything in my life to him, and to... you. 
But you'll know more about all of that when you get to where I think 
you're going. Let me give you some prophecy dad you find Rufus, you go 
much further ahead in time, and things work out pretty well for the two 
of you. And for all of us, back here in the past." 

He went to the counter and stuffed the Time Rutmer back in his pack 
and slung it over his shoulder. I got up and took him by the arm. We walked 
out the back door, getting out of the area before the local cops showed up. 
Two men from my security team fell in discreetly behind us, machine guns 
at the ready, watching every angle. 

I looked off at the pier in the distance, and the gouts of fog magically 
parted and I saw a man standing there with a fishing pole in his hand and a 
white bucket set down at his side. He looked over smiling and waved. I 
waved back. 



"In fact, I think you will find the good Doctor Rufus T. Henry right over 
there, fishing." I took my father by the shoulders and held him, gazing into his 
eyes. 

"I hated you when I was young. And now... I love you with all my 
heart. You may never understand, but that doesn't matter. I know we meet 
again. One day soon... dad." The words caught in my throat. 

"I am so sorry I wasn't there for you, Ted. I wanted to be so badly, but 
I provided for you as best I could and I knew how important your life was 
going to be, and I would have done anything to save my...son." My dad 
had tears in his eyes, and I lost it and started to cry, too. 

"You have always been there for me dad! We have never been apart." 
I held him and then let go." You will learn that. Very soon." 

We hugged. He put his hound's tooth hat on my head, then walked 
towards the pier. He stopped and turned, holding up the small black box 
Time Runner. "Oh! And I am sorry I can't leave these with you, but you 
will get there eventually." He put it back in his pocket, and walked away 
as the fog swirled around him, caressing him like an angel's wing.. 

He saw Rufus and threw his arms out wide in surprise and started to 
jog toward him, like a kid seeing a long lost best friend. The two men 
shook hands and patted each other on the back. They began a happy, animated 
conversation, between two men from a different, nobler age and from the 
same time and place. 

A police officer came ranning down the street and pointed his finger at 
the figures walking down the pier into the fog. "Hey! I need to speak with 
that man." 

"Not unless you got an order from the President of the United States or 
from me." I held up my ID, as my security men flanked him, and fhe 
officer quickly backed off, with my lads herding him back in the direction 
from whence he came. 

I watched the two men, still talking happily, get into a boat and motor 
off south into the bay. I stood looking after them until they were well out of 
sight disappearing like wraiths into the fog. 

I walked back up to where Jamison was finishing up as fhey were carting 
off the body of Simon Ratterman for immediate disposal. I went to the 
gurney and flipped back the sheet to see the dead, glassy eyed face, twisted 
and frozen in the shock and pain of a violent death, a huge bloody hole 
over his heart. I stood there, not wanting to forget that moment. My own 
personal demon who had tortured and terrorized me, and everyone I loved, 
my entire life, now just a lifeless lump of meat. But Anne Corbett, Lilith to 
his Lucifer, was still out there, loose in time and space, and she was going 
to want her revenge. I would worry about that. ..tomorrow. 

"Seems too easy, considerin' what he's done." Jamison said. 



"Feed him to a pack of Dogs. Then maybe then this traitor will amount to 
a pile of shit." I said darkly as I flicked the sheet back over his face and 
motioned to the men to take him away. We watched as he was loaded into 
the back of the van. 

"Ann Corbett is still out there." Jamison looked at me. "She could be in 
the future or the past. So does this mean any of this is over?" 

"For right now it is. But no one ever knows what the future has in store. 
Okay, I guess some people do. Guess we have to remember that our today 
is always someone else's yesterday." I laughed and headed for the car. "Or 
our present is their past, or our tomorrow is their yesterday...Ah, hell!" I 
said grabbing my head. "No matter where you go, there you are!" 

We laughed as we both climbed in the car. 

"Nice hat." Jami said. "Whereto Boss? Back to Bangor?" 

"No, my friend. Flow about we go get into that giant airplane the 
taxpayers have so generously given us, pop a 20 year old bottle of Scotch 
and head to my butmy ranch. Would you like to have dinner with the two 
most beautiful women on Earth? My wife and daughter. Could you use a 
good home cooked meal, Mr. Jamison?" 

"That I could, sir!" Fie grimaced. "My sandwich was terrible! Flow does 
that whanker stay in business with pastrami that bad?" 

"Good! Because after tomorrow's experiment, I plan to have a lot of 
dinners at home and it is okay with me if you are at the table with us every 
night." 

"It seems you and your dad had a lot to talk about, and didn't." Jami 
said starting the car. 

"Too much to talk about in too little time, Jami. He and I both knew 
that. We couldn't fill in all those blanks. I knew he was moving ahead, so 
anything I told him now would alter any actions he took in the future, which 
might change how things turned out tonight. So, I will just remember him the 
way he was the night he left and he will remember me as the young man I 
was then. Rufus will explain it all. He already has. I'm sure. For my dad, 
all of this was just a day and a night. Only hours passed since I saw him 
last, but years have passed for me and during that period I'm sure he is 
well aware, of everything. Time moves differently than anyone can even 
imagine." I sat back and pushed the hat down over my eyes. "Every 
now and then I keep thinking I'm going to wake up in a classroom in 
Barstow and that this has all been just a bad dream." 

"It's no dream, Ted," Jamison said stoutly. "It's the business we do, and, 
as of today, I would say that all three Dr. Humphrey's are the best at it 
there has ever been, or will be." He put the red light on the roof and drove 
up the street. 



We headed south for the airport. The test would go on just fine tomorrow, I 
knew that now. I also knew the Bug Zapper would work perfectly as well. 

Right now I wanted to see how all my furry little rabbits were doing 
and if I could learn to sleep in my own bed again next to the woman I truly 
loved, down the hall from the daughter I adored. 

Tempus Fugit. Time flies. 

But tomorrow would be another day. 



